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Research question and motivations

* Sub-Saharan Africa is home to the majority of the world’s poor

* Bourguignon: Poverty, Growth, Inequality triangle

* P & I: lack of long-run estimates for most

African countries

* G: long-run series of GDP available for most
African countries (WDI, PWT, Maddison) but

some limitations apply

Poverty

Inequality

What we think we know 1/2

GDPs 1960-2010

World Development Indicators
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Penn World Tables

Maddison Project
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What we think we know 2/2

Non-monetary metrics 1960-2010

Life expectancy at birth
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Talking to modern data

Urban/ Nhof

Rural  hh
1956 Abidjan U 560
1962 Korhogo R 60
1963 South Last R+U 403
1963 Daloe G. R~ 376
1966 Anyama sU 20
1967 Asscugou R 25
1962 Kouskeu-B. R 3
1962 Diamelassou R 3

| Total 19605 1,450
1979 EBC N 1,930

| 198588 EPaM (Lsms) N 1,500
1993 DSA wR 9600
1995 NV N 1,200
1998 NV N 4200
2002 ENV N 10,800
2008 ENV N 12,600
2015 ENV N 12,900

BEC-0BM

Region du Sud-Est

LES BUDGETS FAMILIAUX
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Data 2/2

Cote d’lvoire, 1965
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Method 2/2

Post-stratification, robustification
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Selected results 1/3

Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, Gabon - 1965

* GDP-based measures:
Gabon 2.3 to 3.1 times “richer” than Cote

d’lvoire
* New survey-based distance:
* Gabon and Cote d’lvoire are similarly well-off

* Poverty is always higher in Cameroon than in
any of the other countries
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Selected results 2/3
Cote d’lvoire 1965-2008

* Maddison GDP-based growth:

100+

-0.9% per year
« WDI GDP-based growth: |
-0.4% per year ]
* PWT GDP-based growth: ]
+0.4% per year
* New survey-based growth rates more ol | | |
p ess | m | St | C ° 500000 2008 CFA lrancs/p;?soo?/}?gar 1500000

Selected results 3/3
Inequality trends Cote-d’lvoire, 1965-2000s

Some inequality indicators, 1965-2015 Growth incidence curve, 1965-2008
1965 1985 2008 2015

Gini 39.9 | 407 443 | 405

MLD 275 286 336 274

Theil 272 287 372 293 '

CV squared 354 38.3 65.6 45.6 ; ]

Bootstrap standard errors not reported here but available
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Conclusions

* Insofar as interest is in living standards, the GDP metric can be
misleading and incomplete

* Poverty Growth Inequality triangle
* Cross-country analysis
* Long-run analysis

* The HHB Project (http://www.hhbproject.com/)

* Bringing in poverty and inequality estimates for uncharted territories and
periods (hh-level historical budgets + population censuses + statistical
methods)

* Many potentialities for future research considering the amount of sources
identified

http://www.hhbproject.com

FHB/:

The HHB Project

Historic:

Historical Household Budgets
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Thank you for your attention




